PURCHASING YOUR PRINTER CHECKLIST

· What quality and speed do I need? Usually, the better the print quality, the slower the speed. By quality we mean what the output looks like and by speed we mean how fast can a page be printed. The best buy for the money, if high quality is not required, is an inkjet printer and there are numerous models from which to choose. They are quite fast, easy to use, and fairly inexpensive. If you need high quality (text that looks like what you are now reading) and if you will be working with graphics, you should consider a laser printer. By far the most popular are the laser models by Hewlett-Packard. 

Caution: Often overlooked is the cost of owning the printer. Inkjet printers require a periodic ink cartridge replacement at a cost of $15.00 to $30.00. The laser requires a new "toner cartridge" every few thousand pages at a cost of around $60.00 to $90.00. 

· What features are required? Printers are available with a variety of features including provisions for single sheet or continuous form paper feed, various fonts (appearance of the individual characters), ability to print graphics, ability to print in color, ability to feed more than one type of paper, printing envelopes, etc. When considering your selection, make sure you have considered what the use of the printer will be.

